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5. Grubs that gnaw wood and furniture.’ 

’Tis no awkward claim, 

Pick’d from the worm- holes of long vanifh’d days. 

Nor from the duft of old oblivion rak’d. Shakefp. Hen. V. 

6. Something tormenting. 

The worm of confcience ftill begnaw thy foul. Shakefp . 
The chains of darknefs, and th’ undying worm . Milton . 

7. Any thing vermiculated, or turned round ; any thing fpiral. 
The threads of fcrews, when bigger than can be made in 

fcrew- plates, are called worms. T he length of a wor?n begins 
at the one end of the fpindle, and ends at the other ; ^the 
breadth of the worm is contained between any two grooves on 
the fpindle; the depth of the worm is cut into the diameter 
of the fpindle, viz . the depth between the outfide of the 
worm , and the bottom of the groove. Moxon. 

lo Worm, v.n. [from the noun.J To work flowly, fecretlvi 
and gradually. 7 J 

When debates and fretting jealoufy, 

Did vjorm and work within you more and more, 

Your colour faded. Herbert 

To Worm. 

1. To drive by flow and fecret means. 

They find themfelves wormed out of all power, by a new 
fpawn of independents, fprung from your own bowels. Swift . 

2. To deprive a dog of fomething, nobody knows what, under 
his tongue, which is faid to prevent him, nobody knows 
why, from running mad. 

Every one that keepeth a dog, fliould have him wormed. Mort. 
Wo'rmeaten. adj. [[worm and eaten.] 

1. Gnawed by worms. 

For his verity in love, I do think him as concave as a co- 
vered goblet, or a wormeaten nut. Shakefpcare . 

2. Old ; worthlefs. 

His chamber all was hanged about with rolls, 

And old records from antient times deriv’d ; 

Some made in books, fome in long parchment fcrolls. 

That were all wormeaten , and full of canker holes. Spenfer. 
Things among the Greeks, which antiquity had worn out 
of knowledge, were called ogygia, which we call wormeaten^ 
or of defaced date. Raleigh’s Hijl . of the WorlcL 

Thine’s like wonneaten trunks cloath’d in feal’s fkin ; 

Or grave, that’s duft without, and ftink within. Donne. 
Wormwood, n. f [from its virtue to kill v/orms in the body.] 
Wormwood hath an indeterminate ftalk, branching out into 
many fmall (hoots, with fpikes of naked flowers hanging 
downward ; the leaves are hoary and bitter. Of this plant 
there are thirty-two fpecies, one of which, the common 
wormwood. , grows in the roads ; but it is alfo planted in gar- 
dens for common ufe. Great variety of lea wormwoods are 
found in the fait marfhes of England, "and fold in the markets 
for the true Roman wormwood , though they differ greatly. Mill. 
She was wean’d ; I had then laid 
Wormwood to my dug. Shakefp . Romeo and Juliet. 

Pituitous Cacochymia muft be corre&ed by bitters, as 
wormwood wine. Floyer on the Humours. 

I afk whether one be not invincibly confcious to himfelf of a 
diiferent* perception, when he actually taftes wormwood , or 
only thinks on that favour. Locke. 

Wo'rmy. adj. [from worm. ] Full of worms. 

Spirits that in crofsways and floods have burial. 

Already to their wormy beds are gone. Shakefpcare . 

Tet can I not perfuade me thou art dead. 

Or that thy corfe corrupts in earth’s dark womb, 

Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed. Milton . 

Worn. part. paff. of wear. 

His is a maiden fhield, 

Guiltlefs of fight : mine batter’d, hew'd and bor’d, 

Worn out of fervice, muft forfake his lord. Dryden. 

What I now offer, is the wretched remainder of a fickly 
age, zvorn out with ftudy, and opprefs’d by fortune. Dryden. 

The greateft part of mankind are given up to labour, 
whofe lives are worn out only in the proviiions for living. Locke . 
Your cold hypocrify’s a ftale device, 

A worn-out trick ; would’ft thou be thought in earneft, 
Cloath thy feign’d zeal in rage, in fire, in fury. Addifon. 
Wo'rnxl. n.f. 

In the backs of cows in the fummer, are maggots gene- 
rated, which in Effex we cafl wornils , being firft only a fmall 
knot in the fkin. Derham's Phyfico -Theology. 

To Wo'rry. v. a. [pojujen, Saxon : whence probably the 
word war ray.] 

I. To tear, or mangle, as a beaft tears its prey. 

If we with thrice fuch powers left at home. 

Cannot defend our own doors from the dog. 

Let us be worried. Shakefp. Hen. V. 

The fury of the tumults might fly fo high as to worry and 
tear thofe in pieces, whom as yet they but play’d with in 
their paws. K. Charles. 

"Tis no new thing for the dogs that are to keep the wolves 
from worrying the fheep, to be deliver’d up to fhe enemy, 
for fea-r the fheep fliould worry the wolves. L’Eftrange . 
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This revives and imitates that inhuman h, u ■ 
old heathen perfecutors, wrapping up ehrifthn^™ ^ bf the 
of wild beafts, that fo they ‘miglt L e ^ 

pieces by dogs. * \J an y torn in 

2. To harrafs, or perfecute brutally. outhj Sermons. 

Then embraces his fon-in-law • thpn 
daughter with clipning her. * orf \ ™°rnes he his 

For wan, of worts, or fact of b,e*h ft ' T *- 

Wunefs when I war vxrri.d wirh thy pel#] ,,, 

It has pleafed Providence at lenoth to £i VP • v M ton ' 

inftead of exaction, and hopes of Teligion^to a chufcf'^ 
with reformation. „ worried 

All his care S ”? h S Serm:ns - 

Was to preferve me from the barbarous ra<r e 
Which worried him only for beino- mine ~ 5 c , 

I fhall not fufi'er him to worry any man’s rpn . out ^rn. 

indeed fall on any perfon whatsoever! $ reputatioi b not 

Let them rail, “difm . 

And then worry one another at their pleafure 
Madam, contrive and invent, 

u - p And out ’ ’ til! he gives his confent. Swift 

Worse, adj. I he comparative of bad: bad , worfe w/i 
[pipy, Saxon.] More bad ; more ill. J ' 

drer^o/ yourfortT y0 “‘' ““"S ,h “ 

Whether this or mrfi, love not the faithful iS'.Mihj 
In happinefs and milery, the queftion ftill remains how 
men come often to prefer the worfe to the better, and tochuie 

rable W 1ICh ’ ^ their 0Wn confeffion, has made them mife- 

Worse. adv. In a manner more bad. 

<ri more one fickens, the worfe at eafe he is. Shakefb 

The Worse, n. f. [from the adjedive.] ' 

1. The lofs ; not the advantage ; not the better. 

Was never man, who molt conquefts atchiev’d 

But fometimes had the worfe , and loft by war. ’ Stenfcr 

Judan was put to the worfe before Ifrael ; and they fled to 
their tents. „ v ■ 

2 . Something lefs good. f*£fxiv. 12. 

A man, whatever are his profeffions, always thinks the 
worfe of a woman, who forgives him for making an attempt 
on her virtue. Cl i IT 

To Worse, v. a. [from the adje&ive.] To put to difadvan- 
tage. 1 his word, though analogical enough, is not now ufed. 
Perhaps more valid arms, 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 

7 Ma y f erv ^ to better us, and worfe our foes. Milton. 

o rser. adj . A barbarous word, formed by corrupting worfe 
with the ufual comparative termination. " ° 

Gods \ take my breath from me ; 

Let not my worfer fpirit tempt me again 
T o die before you pleafe. 

A dreadful quiet felt, and worfer far 
Than arms, a fullen interval of war. 

Worship, n.f. [ pe ojfSpcype, Saxon.] 

X. Dignity ; eminence ; excellence. 

. ^ ou ITia dcft him lower than the angels, to crown him 
with glory and worjhip. ^ pf v iii. 5. 

Elfin born of noble ftate, 

And muckle worjhip in his native land. 

Well could he tourney, and in lifts debate. Fairy Queen. 

My train are men of choice, and rareft parts. 

That all particulars of duty know ; 

And in the moft exaeft regard fupport 

T. he worjhip of their names. Shakefpeare s King Lcor . 

A character of honour. 

I belong to worjhip , and afFedt 
In honour, honefty. Shakefpeare' s /fo/. VIII. 

Dinner is on table ; my father defires your wor/hifs com- 
P an 7 * Shakefp. Merry Wives of TVindjor. 

The old Romans freedom did beftow. 

Our princes worjhip with a blow. Hudibras, 

What lands and lordfhips for their owner know 

Dryden . 


Shakefpeare . 
Dryden. 


2 . 


My quondam barber, but his worjhip now 

3. A term of ironical refpedL 

Againft your ziorjhip , when had S — k writ ? 

Or P — ge pour’d forth the torrent of his wit t 

4. Adoration ; religious act of reverence. 

They join their vocal worjhip to the quire 
Of creatures wanting voice. 

He wav’d a torch aloft, and, madly vain. 

Sought godlike worjhip from a fervile train. 

The worjhip of God is an eminent part of religion, and 
prayer is a chief part of religious 7 vorjhip : hence religion is 
deferibed by feeking God. Tillotfon . 

There were feveral inroads into Germany, particularly a 
voyage of the Egyptians under Ofiris up the Danube ; from 
them the Suevi had their worfoip of Ifis. Arbuthnot . 

5» Honour; refpedt ; civil deference. / v 

The humble gueft fhall have worjhip in the prefence of thofe 

1 r* . . « 1 • • y .#r 1 a 


Pope . 

Milton. 

Dryden. 


who fit at meat with him, 


Luke xiv. 10. 
Since 
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Since God hath appointed government among men, it is 
1 • that his intention was, that fome kind of worjhip 
fl uld be o-iven from fome to others ; for where there is a 
wer to^punifh and reward, there is a foundation of worftnp 
^ thofe who are under that power ; which worjhip lies in ex- 
r in(y a due regard to that power, by a care not to provoke 
? "“'j an endeavour to obtain the favour of it, which, 
among mankind, is called civil worjhip. Stillingjleet. 

6 Idolatry of lovers. 

" ’Tis not your inky brows, your black filk hair, 

Your bugle eyeballs, nor your cheek of cream 
That carTentame my fpirits to your wrjbip. Shakefpeare. 
ToWo'RSHiP. v. a. [from the noun. J 

To adore ; to honour or venerate with religious rites. 

* Thou (halt worjhip no other God. Exod. xxxiv. 14. 

1 Pf 110 man beguile you of your reward, in a voluntary hu- 

« f angi C.I. 11. .8. 

Adore and worjhip God Supreme. Milton. 

Firft worjhip God 5 he that forgets to pray. 

Bids not himfelf good- morrow nor good-day. T. Randolph. 

On the fmooth rind the paffenger fhall fee 
Thy name engrav’d, and wo jhip Helen’s tree. Dryden. 

2 To refpedt; to honour ; to treat with civil reverence. 

Our grave, 

Like Turkifh mute, fhall have a tonguelefs mouth. 

Not wor /hipp'd with a waxen epitaph. Shakefp. Henry V. 
To Worship, v. n. To perform a<fts of adoration. 

I and the lad will go yonder and worftnp. Gen . xxii. 5. 

The people went to worjhip before the golden calf. 1 Kings. 
Wo'rshipful. adj. [worjhip an A full.] 

1. Claiming refpeci by any character or dignity. 

This is worjhipful fociety, 

And fits the mounting fpirit like my felt. Shakefpeare. 

When old age comes upon him, it comes alone, bringing 
no other evil with it; but when it comes to wait upon a great 
and worjhipful f. inner, who for many years has ate well and 
done ill, it is attended with a long train ot rheums. South . 

2. A term of ironical refpe£i. 

Every man would think me an hypocrite indeed ; and 

what excites your moft worjhipful thought to think lo ? 

Shakefpeare. 

Suppofe this worjhipful idol be made, yet ftill it wants fenfe 
and motion. Stilling feet. 

Wo'rshiffull y. adv. [from worjhipful] Refpe£lfully. 
Haftings will lofe his bead, ere give confent. 

His mafter’s fon, as worjhipfully he terms it. 

Shall lofe the royalty of England’s throne. Shakefpeare. 
Wo'rshipper. n.J\ [from worjhip .] Adorer; one that wor- 
fliips. 

What art thou, thou idol ceremony ? 

What kind of god art thou that fuffer’ft more 
Of mortal griefs, than do thy worjhippers. Shakef Henry V . 
Thofe places did not confine the immenfity of God, nor 
give his worjhippers a nearer approach to heaven by their height. 

South’s Sermons . 

If pofterity takes its notions of us from our medals, they 
muft fancy one of our kings paid a great devotion to Minerva, 
that another was a profefled worjhipper of Apollo. Addifon. 
’Worst, adj. The fuperlative of bad, formed from worje : bacf 
worfe ^ worft.] Moft bad; moft ill. 

If thou hadft not been born the worft of men. 

Thou hadft been knave and flatterer. Shakefpeare. 

T he pain that any one actually feels is ftill of all other the 
wo ft \ and it is with anguifh they cry out Locke. 

"Worst, n f The moft calamitous or wicked ftate ; the ut- 
moft height or degree of any thing ill. 

Who is’t can fay. I’m at the worft? 

I’m woefe than e’er I was. 

And worfe 1 may be yet : the worft is not. 

So long as we can fay, this is the worft. Shakefpeare. 

That you may be armed againft the zuorft in this unhappy 
ftate of affairs in our diftrefied country, I fend you thefe con- 
fiderations on the nature and immortality of the foul. Digby. 
Happy the man, and happy he alone, 

He, who can call to-day his own : 

He who fecure within can fay. 

To morrow do thy worft , for I have liv’d to day. Dryden . 
bir Roger gets into the frontiers of his eftate, before he 
beats about in fearch of a hare, on purpofe to fpare his own 
fields, where he is always fure of finding diverfion when the 
zuorft comes to the worft. Addifon s Spectator. 

Worst, v. a. [from the adje&ive.] To defeat ; to over- 
throw. 

T he cafe will be no worfe than where two duellifts enter 
the field, where the worft ed party hath his fword given him 
gain without further hurt. Suckling. 

I he bear was in a greater fright, 
beat down and wofted by the knight. Hudibras. 

F is downright madnefs to contend where we are fure to be 
wofted. L' Eftrange. 

1 he victorious Philiftines were worfted by the captivated 
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ark, which foraged their country" more than a conquering ar- 
my. Soft ’s Sermons. 

She could have brought tht chariot again, when Ihe faw her 
brother worfted in the duel. Dryde ’5 Ded Ins. 

Worsted n.f. [from Worfted , a town in Norfolk famous 
for the woolen manufa&ure.J Woolen yarn ; wool fpun. 

A bafe, proud, (hallo w, beggarly three fuited, hundred 
pound, filthy worft ^/-ftocking knave. Shakefpeare' s K ng Lear . 
There Ridpath, Roper cudgePd might ye view ; 

The very worfted ftill look’d black and blue. Pope. 

Wort. n.f. [fipt, Saxon; wo> /, Dutch.] 

1. Originally a general name for an herb ; whence it ftill conti- 
nues in many, as liverwort , fpleenwort. 

2. A plant of the cabbage kind. 

3. [Jtyjvc, Saxon.] New beer either unfermented, or in the 
a& of fermentation. 

If in the wort of beer, while it worketh, before it be tunned, 
the burrage be often changed with frefh, it will make a fo- 
vereigti drink for mela .choiy. Bacon s Natural Hiftory. 

Worth, or Wurth, v. n. [peojfSan, Saxon.] To be. T his 
word is only now retained in wo worthy or wurth ; wo be. 

Wo worth the man 

That firft did teach the cur fed fteel to bite 
In his own flefh, and make way to the living fp’rit. F. 
Worth. In the termination of the names of places comes from 
pojf< 3 , a court or farm, or pop^ig, a ftreet or road. Gibfon. 
WORTH, n.f. [peojfS, Saxon.] 

1. Price ; value. A 

Your clemency will take in good worth the offer of thefe 
my fimple and mean labours Hooker. 

What is worth in any thing, 

But fo much money as ’twill bring ? Hudibras. 

A common marcalite- fhall have the colour of gold exactly ; 
and yet upon trial yield nothing of worth but vitriol and ful- 
phur. Wood-ward’ s Natural Hiftory. 

2. Excellence ; virtue. 

How can you him unworthy then decree ; 

In whofe chief part your worths implanted be. Sidney. 

Is there any man of worth and virtue, although not inftruef- 
ed in the fchool of Chrift, that had not rather end the days 
of this tranfitory Jife as Cyrus, than to fink down with them 
of whom Elihu hath faid, memento moriuntur . Hooker . 

Having from thefe fuck’d all they had of worth , 

And broug t home that faith which you carried forth, 

I throughly love. Donne. 

Her virtue and the confcience of her zvoy'tb 
That wou’d be woo’d. Milton. 

A nymph of your own train 
Gives us your character in fuch a ftrain. 

As none but fbc, who in that court did dwell, 

Could know fuch worth , or worth deferibefo well. Waller . 

3. Importance; valuable quality. 

Perad venture thofe things whereupon fo much time was 
then well fpent, have fithence that loft their dignity and worth. 

Hooker. 

Take a man poffeffed with a flrong defire of any thing, 
and the worth and excellency of that thing appears much 
greater than when that defire is quite extinguifhed. South’s Ser. 
Worth, adj. 

j. Equal in price to, equal in value to. 

Women will love her that ihe is a woman. 

More worth than any man : men that flie is 
T he rareft of all w'omen. Shakefpeai-e’s Winter'’ s Talc . 

Your fon and daughter found this trefpafs worth 
The fhame w'hich here it fufters. Shakefpeare. 

You have not thought it worth your labour to enter a pro- 
fefled diffent againft a philbfophy, which the greateft part of 
the virtuofi of Europe have deferted, as a mere maze of words. 

Gianvi He’s Sceptic k . 

As if ’tis nothing worth that lies conceal’d ; 

And fcience is not fcience till reveal’d? Dryden. 

At Geneva are merchants reckoned worth twenty hundred 
thoufand crowns. Addijon s Italy . 

It is worth while to confider how admirably he has turned 
the courfe of his narration, and made his hufbandman con- 
cerned even in what relates to the battle. Addifon. 

2. Deferving of. 

The caftle appeared to be a place worth the keeping, and 
capable to be made fecure againft a good army. Clarendon. 
Here we may reign fecure, and, in my choice. 


To reign is worth ambition, though in hell. 


Milton . 


Hafte hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold, 

Eaftward among thofe trees, what glorious ffcape 
Comes this way moving. Milton’s Paradife Loft. 

Whatfoever 

Is worthy of their love is worth their anger. Denham „ 

T his is life indeed ; life worth? preferving; 

Such life as Juba never felt till now, Addifon’s Cato. 

I have long had it in my thoughts to trouble you with a let- 
ter ; but was difeouraged for want of fomething that I could 
think worth fending fifteen hundred miles. Berkley to Pope. 

Many 
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